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APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO CUT OR REMOVE TREES 

TREE PROTECTION BYLAW NO. 4637 

CITY OF SALMON ARM Telephone: (250-803-4000 
P.O. Box 40, 500 - 2 Avenue N.E. Fax: (250) 803-4041 
Salmon Arm, B.C., V1E 4N2 www.salmonarm.ca 

 

Name of Applicant: _____________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant’s Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Owner of Property: _____________________________________________________  Phone: _____________________ 

Civic Address of Property - Where Trees Are Proposed To Be Cut: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Legal Description: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is the property located in the ALR?  Yes   No   Parcel Size: ___________________________________ 

Number of trees proposed to be cut/removed: _________________   

Purpose of Tree Cutting/Removal: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Attached to and forming part of this Application is an accurate sketch of the property drawn to scale correctly 
showing: 

i. the locations, species and size [30.0 cm circumference of trunk at 1.5 metres above natural grade 
at base of tree] (marked in red) of all trees presently on the property that are proposed to be cut; 

ii. the locations, species and size [30.0 cm circumference of trunk at 1.5 metres above natural grade 
at base of tree] (marked in green) of all trees presently on the property that are proposed to be 
retained and are located within 30m of the trees to be cut; 

iii. the location of all abutting streets and lanes; 

iv. the location and dimension of any structures located on the site; 

v. the location of any watercourses on the site; 

vi. the location of any physical features (e.g. slopes, depressions, rock outcrops) on the site 

vii. the dimensions of the property; 

viii. directional markings showing north. 

Are there active bird’s nests in any of the trees proposed to be cut? Yes    No  

Are there heron’s nests within 60 metres of any of the trees proposed to be cut? Yes    No  

If yes to either of the above, then a report and nest survey prepared by an appropriate qualified environmental 
professional that the tree cutting and removal can be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Wildlife Act 
[S.B.C. 1996, Ch. 488] or the federal Migratory Birds Convention Act [S.C. S.C.1994, Ch. 22] and/or the Species at 
Risk Act [S.C. 2002, Ch. 29] must be provided. 

  

FILE NO. T-____         

http://www.salmonarm.ca/
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Are any of the trees proposed to be cut located on slopes in excess of thirty per cent (30%)? Yes    No  

If yes to the above, a report prepared by an appropriate qualified geotechnical professional must be provided 
regarding the impact of the proposed cutting or removal of any tree located on land with a slope in excess of thirty 
per cent (30%); 

Are any of the trees proposed to be cut located within 15 metres of a watercourse? Yes    No  

If yes to the above, a report prepared by an appropriate qualified professional must be provided regarding the 
environmental impact of the proposed cutting or removal of any tree located within fifteen (15) metres of the Top of 
Bank of a Watercourse or within the Floodplain. 

Wherever the trunk or any part of the trunk and major root structure of any tree is situated on more than one parcel of land 
(a Boundary tree), any application to cut down or remove such tree must be signed and consented to by all registered 
owners of all properties. 

Please ensure the following items are included with the completed Application: 

• Application Fee  (CSA #10-1560-9000) 
➢ 1 – 5 Trees $50.00 
➢ 5 – 10 Trees $75.00 
➢ 10 – 20 Trees $100.00 
➢ Over 20 Trees $250.00 

• Sketch Plan as noted above 

• Any of the required reports noted above 

• Current Title Search 

 

I have read a copy of the Tree Protection Bylaw No. 4637, as amended, and am aware of the regulations therein: 

Dated this ___________ day of ____________________, 20 . 

_____________________________________ 
Signature of Applicant 

 

Where the Applicant is not the registered owner of the property, this Application will not be considered complete or 
processed until the registered owner signs below. 

I, ___________________________________________________________________________________________, of 
Print Owner’s Name: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Owner’s Mailing Address:         Postal Code: 

__________________________ ____________________________________________________________ 
Owner’s Phone:      Owner’s Email address: 

being the registered owner of the property described in this Application, hereby consent to this Application being made 
and to the issuance of a Permit to the Applicant.  I certify that the information in this Application is correct and true and 
acknowledge that I am the person responsible for compliance with all provisions of Tree Protection Bylaw No. 4637. 

Dated this ___________ day of ____________________, 20 . 

_____________________________________ 
Signature of Owner 
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This guide is not a legal document, it is intended only to assist you through the Tree Permit application 
process.  Following the steps herein does not constitute approval of an application.  While every care 
is taken in the preparation of this brochure, the City of Salmon Arm assumes no responsibility or 
liability with respect to its contents.  The public is advised to review the applicable legislation and 
bylaws and conduct its own enquiries with Development Services staff. 

 

WHEN DO  I NEED A TREE PERMIT?  
 
The Tree Protection Bylaw 4637 states that a tree 
may only be cut down or removed where its owner 
holds a valid and subsisting permit to do so. 
 
A permit is required if and when you wish to 
remove trees to construct a building, driveway or 
septic field or if you wish to remove trees for 
development purposes. 
 

WHEN IS A TREE PERMIT NOT 

REQUIRED? 
 
If the land is assessed for agriculture, and tree 
removal is required for agricultural purposes, a 
permit is not required, but a notarized affidavit 
verifying the purpose of the tree removal must 
accompany an application. 
 
Residential Parcels: 

• 1,500 square metres (16,145 square feet) or 
less in area, no more than three (3) trees in 
any calendar year; 

• Larger than 1,500 square metres (16,145 
square feet) in area, and up to 0.4 hectares 
(43,056 square feet / 1 acre) in area, no more 
than six (6) trees in any calendar year; 

• Larger than 0.4 hectare (1 acre), the removal 
of no more than 12 trees per hectare in any 
calendar year, to a maximum of 100 trees 
annually, regardless of the parcel size. 

 
These exemption provisions do not include: 

• trees located on a slope of 30%; 

• trees located within fifteen (15) metres of a 
watercourse. 

 
A permit is not required if the tree is: 

• have a circumference of less than 31.5 
centimetres measured at 1.5 metres above 
the level of the ground;  

• pose an obvious and immediate safety 
hazard. 

 
A permit is not required for tree clearing for 
purposes of wildfire protection, provided the 
landowner has Advanced Home Assessment 
report under the Firesmart Program. 
 
Every person who commits an offence against this 
bylaw is liable to a fine and penalty of not more 
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for each 
offence. 
 

MAKING APPLICATION 
 
The Application form for tree cutting and removal 
can be obtained at the Planning Department.  The 
application must include: 

• an accurate sketch plan of the property drawn 
to scale, including a north arrow, correctly 
showing the locations, species and size 
(circumference of trunk at 1.5 metres above 
natural grade at base of tree) of all trees 
presently on the property that are subject to 
Tree Protection Bylaw 4637;   

• the location of all abutting street and lanes. 

•  a current Title Search 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
250 803-4000 
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LAND DEVELOPMENT & TREE 

REPLACEMENT 
 
A Tree Permit can also be issued as part of a 
Development Permit, subdivision approval or a 
Building Permit. The same information 
requirements apply. 
 
All development, subdivision and building permits 
must ensure that trees on the affected property 
are replaced and meet the following requirements: 
 

 

BIRDS & NESTS 
 
Care should be taken to ensure that there are no 
bird’s nests in trees proposed to be cut, and a 
survey conducted. 
 
Active nests for Herons and Pileated 
Woodpeckers cannot be disturbed at any time. 
For Herons, the nest may be considered 
abandoned after it is vacant for 24 months, and 
for Pileated Woodpeckers the time is 36 months. 
 

For other birds, permits to cut may be delayed to 
accommodate the least risk windows for other 
birds nests, according to the following table: 
 

Species Least Risk Window 

Raptors (eagles, hawks, 
falcons & owls) 

Aug 15 – Jan 30 

Goshawk Aug 30 – Mar 15 

Herons Aug 15 – Jan 30 

Other Birds Aug 1 – Mar 31 

 

REVIEW OF THE APPLICATION  
 
The Development Services Department may 
inspect the parcel of land.  An assessment may 
be made to determine the location, size, condition 
and species of the trees. 
 
When the Development Services Department is 
satisfied via site inspection or documentation 
provided by the applicant that the site can safely 
accommodate the cutting of the trees, the permit 
can be issued.  The applicable fee for the permit 
must be paid prior to issuance. 
 
If a permit is refused, then the applicant has the 
option of asking Council to reconsider the 
decision. 
 
If you have any questions regarding completion of 
the Application form, please telephone the: 
 
City of Salmon Arm 
Planning Department  
500 - 2nd Avenue NE, Box 40 
Salmon Arm, B.C., V1E 4N2 
 
Telephone: (250) 803-4000 
Email:   planning @salmonarm.ca 
Replacement trees shall have a minimum height 
of 2.0 metres when planted, be planted with a 
distance of no less than 2.0 metres between 
individual trees, and be of a species from an 
appropriate species listing provided by the City 
and capable of growing to a height of no less than 
9.0m in height when mature. 
 

Parcel Area (m2): Number of trees required: 

0 - 365 2 

365 - 450 3 

451 – 565 4 

566 – 750 5 

751 – 1,000 6 

1,001 – 1,250 7 

1,251 – 1,600 8 

1,601 – 1,850 9 

1,851 – 2,200 12 

2,201 – 2,550 16 

2,551 – 2,900 20 

2,901 – 3,250 25 

Over 3,250 30 

Plus one (1) additional tree 

for each 200m2 in parcel 

area above 3,250m2 



 

 
1 

X:\PLANNING DEPT\APPLICATION FORMS - PLANNING\TEMPLATES - APPLICATION FORMS & GUIDES\DEVELOPMENT PERMIT WAIVERS\WORD DOCS-DEVELOPMENT 
PERMIT WAIVER TEMPLATES\GUIDE - DEVELOPMENT PERMIT WAIVERS.DOC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This guide is not a legal document;  it is intended to provide information about  the Provincial Riparian 
Areas Regulation  and development of properties with or near riparian areas .  Following the steps 
herein does not constitute approval of an application.  While every care is taken in the preparation of 
this brochure, the City  of Salmon Arm assumes no responsibility or liability with respect to its 
contents.  The public is advised to review the applicable legislation and bylaws and conduct its own 
enquiries with Development Services Department  staff.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Riparian Areas Regulation (RAR) is a Provincial 
initiative, under the Fish Protection Act, to protect fish 
and fish habitat. 
 
As required by RAR, local governments must protect 
fish and fish habitat as they are impacted by new 
residential, commercial and industrial development on 
private lands or privately-used Crown lands.  Any 
development intended within a riparian assessment 
area is to be subject to an assessment conducted by a 
Qualified Environmental Professional (QEP), who will 
certify how the land may be developed so there will be 
no harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of natural 
features, functions and conditions that support life 
processes in the riparian assessment area. 
 
The riparian assessment area, as defined in RAR 
means: 
 
(a) for a stream, the 30 metre strip on both sides of 

the stream measured from the high water mark; 
 
(b) for a ravine less than 60 metres wide, a strip on 

both sides of the stream measured from the high 
water mark to a point that is 30 metres beyond the 
top of the ravine bank; and 

 
(c) for a ravine 60 metres wide or greater, a strip on 

both sides of the stream measured from the high 
water mark to a point that is 10 metres beyond the 
top of the ravine bank. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Figure 3.1:  Riparian Assessment Areas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stream, as defined in RAR, means any of the following 
that provide fish habitat: 
 
(a) a watercourse, whether it usually contains water 

or not; 
 
(b) a pond, lake, river, creek, or brook; 
 
(c) a ditch, spring or wetland that is connected by 

surface flow to something referred to in paragraph 
(a) or (b). 

 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT         803-4000 

A GUIDE TO PROVINCIAL RIPARIAN 
AREAS REGULATION and 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE 
RIPARIAN AREAS  
 

WHAT IS THE PROVINCIAL RIPARIAN 
AREAS REGULATION?  
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Development, as defined in RAR, means any of the 
following associated with or resulting from the local 
government regulation or approval of residential, 
commercial, or industrial activities or ancillary activities: 
 
�¾ removal, alteration, disruption or destruction of 

vegetation; 
�¾ disturbance of soils; 
�¾ construction or erection of buildings or structures; 
�¾ creation of non-structural impervious or semi-

pervious surfaces; 
�¾ flood protection works; 
�¾ construction of roads, trails, docks, wharves, and 

bridges; 
�¾ provision and maintenance of sewer and water 

services; 
�¾ development of drainage systems; 
�¾ development of utility corridors; and 
�¾ subdivision as defined in Section 872 of the Local 

Government Act. 
 
Under RAR, local governments may allow development 
within 30 metres of the high water mark of a stream or 
the top of a ravine bank within the riparian assessment 
area, provided that: 
 
�x the prescribed riparian assessment methods 

outlined in RAR have been undertaken by a QEP;   
�x the QEP provides an opinion in an assessment 

report to the Provincial Ministry of the Environment 
that the development will not result in any harmful 
alteration of riparian fish habitat if the streamside 
protection and enhancement area is to be less than 
the riparian assessment area; and   

�x the City is notified by the Ministry of Environment 
that an assessment certified by a QEP to identify 
the streamside protection and enhancement area 
has been prepared in accordance with the Riparian 
Areas Regulation. 

 
The QEP can help plan a development so that it will 
avoid impacting fish habitat and identify measures to 
maintain the integrity of the riparian area in a 
development project. 
 
Further information about the Provincial Riparian Areas 
Regulation may be found at:  
 
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/habitat/fish_protection_act/rip
arian/riparian_areas.html. 
 
 
For a list of Qualified Environmental Professionals 
���4�(�3�¶�V�����D�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���6�K�X�V�Z�D�S���:�D�W�H�U�V�K�H�G, 
please go to the Shuswap Lake Integrated Planning 
Process (SLIPP) website at the location: 
 

http://slippbc.com/qeps-in-the-shuswap 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The implementation of RAR in the City of Salmon Arm 
has included the designation of riparian assessment 
areas for Environmentally Sensitive Riparian Areas and 
the requirements of an Environmentally Sensitive 
Riparian Areas Development Permit. 
 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas, Riparian, High water, 
floodplain and Ecosystems, shown on Maps G & H of 
the City of Salmon Arm Official Community Plan are 
designated Environmentally Sensitive Development 
Permit Area (Maps G & H are attached to the 
Development Permit Waiver Application Form).  Map H 
designates the entire City of Salmon Arm as an 
Environmentally Sensitive Riparian Area.  The 
approximate locations of known Environmentally 
Sensitive Riparian Areas are shown on Map H, but this 
inventory is incomplete and additional mapping is 
required. 
 
All property owners or their agents applying for a 
development application are required to submit a 
�F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G�� �³�:�D�L�Y�H�U�� �$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���´�� �� �5�H�I�H�U below for 
information about the types of development applications 
and the Waiver Application process. 
 
The onus is on property owners or their agents to 
determine if an Environmentally Sensitive Riparian Area 
and its riparian assessment areas affects their property.  
In order to determine the location of an Environmentally 
Sensitive Riparian Area on a parcel, a property 
owner/agent may be required to submit a plan prepared 
by a BC Land Surveyor (BCLS) that identifies the high 
water mark (and/or top of ravine bank) and the 
boundaries of the riparian assessment area.  The high 
water mark and the boundaries of the riparian area 
assessment area may need to be confirmed by a QEP 
hired by the property owner/agent. 
 

 
 
Environmentally Sensitive Riparian Areas Development 
Permit Areas affect all parcels of land adjacent to or 
containing a stream as defined in RAR.  The 
Environmentally Sensitive Riparian Areas Development 
Permit Area is equivalent to the riparian assessment 
area of the Riparian Areas Regulation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT IS AN ENVIRONMENTALLY 
SENSITIVE RIPARIAN AREAS 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREA ? 
 

WHAT IS AN ENVIRONMENTALLY 
SENSITIVE WATERCOURSE? 
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All properties that are affected by an Environmentally 
Sensitive Riparian Areas will require  an Environmentally 
Sensitive Riparian Areas Development Permit prior to: 
 
(a) alteration of land; 
(b) subdivision; or 
(c) construction of, addition to, or alteration of a 

building or structure. 
 
A Development Permit application, including information 
submitted by the applicant, a staff report, and public input 
received at a hearing, is considered for issuance by City 
Council.  The issuance of a Development Permit is at the 
discretion of City Council.  
 
The following development applications proposed for a 
property affected by an Environmentally Sensitive Riparian 
Area will require an Environmentally Sensitive Riparian 
Areas Development Permit to be issued prior to approval 
being considered by the City:  

�x Building Permit; 
�x Demolition Permit; 
�x Subdivision Approval; 
�x Strata Title Conversion; 
�x Site Specific Bylaw Amendment (e.g. Zoning 

and/or OCP change); 
�x Development Permit; 
�x Development Variance Permit; 
�x Temporary Commercial and Industrial Permits; 
�x Special Needs Housing Application; 
�x Tree Cutting Permit. 

 
Alternatively, property owners or their agents may apply 
for a waiver for an Environmentally Sensitive Riparian 
Areas Development Permit. 
 

 
Before making application for a Development Permit, 
property owners or their agents may complete and 
�V�X�E�P�L�W�� �D�� �³�:�D�L�Y�H�U�� �$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�´�� �I�R�U�P�� ���F�R�S�\�� �D�W�W�D�F�K�H�G���� �W�R��
determine whether the proposed development qualifies 
for a waiver of the Development Permit process.   
 
Qualifying projects may be issued a waiver by the 
Director of Development Services in the following 
circumstances: 

 
�x The registration of a restrictive covenant on the 

subject property by the owner in favour of and to 
the satisfaction of the City of Salmon Arm that 
protects the riparian assessment area from 
development as defined in RAR and specifies how 
the area is to be protected and/or maintained. 

 

�x Notification to the City by the Ministry of the 
Environment that an assessment certified by a 
QEP to identify the streamside protection and 
enhancement area has been prepared in 
accordance with RAR and the registration of a 
restrictive covenant on the subject property by the 
owner in favour of and to the satisfaction of the City 
of Salmon Arm that protects the streamside 
protection and enhancement area identified in the 
assessment and specifies how the area is to be 
protected and/or maintained. 

 
 
 
An applicant for a waiver may be required to submit a 
plan prepared by a BC Land Surveyor (BCLS) that 
identifies the high water mark (and/or top of ravine 
bank) and the boundaries of the riparian area 
assessment area and/or the streamside protection and 
enhancement area as identified in a certified 
assessment prepared by the Qualified Environmental 
Professional.  The plan may be required to be a 
schedule as part of a restrictive covenant registered as 
a condition of a waiver approval. 
 
Any breach of the waiver terms may result in the 
cancellation of the waiver.  Such cancellation may 
require that the property owner apply for a Development 
Permit.  The granting of a waiver does not absolve the 
applicant from other necessary approvals (e.g. Building 
Permits, etc.).  Where waivers cannot be granted, a 
Development Permit will be required before the project 
can proceed.   

 

Additional information can be found in the City of 
Salmon Arm current Official Community Plan, 
Development Permit Areas. 
 
If you have any questions or require assistance 
�F�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �³�:�D�L�Y�H�U�� �$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�´, please telephone 
the: 
 
City of Salmon Arm 
Development Services Department  
500 - 2nd Avenue NE 
Box 40 
Salmon Arm, BC, V1E 4N2 
 
Telephone: (250) 803-4000 
Email:   planning@salmonarm.ca  
 
 
For a list of Qualified Environmental Professionals 
���4�(�3�¶�V�����D�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���6�K�X�V�Z�D�S���:�D�W�H�U�V�K�H�G, 
please go to the Shuswap Lake Integrated Planning 
Process (SLIPP) website at the location: 
 

http://slippbc.com/qeps-in-the-shuswap 
 

WHAT IS A WAIVER FOR AN 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE RIPARIAN 
AREAS DEVELOPMENT PERMIT?  
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

WHAT IS AN ENVIRONMENTALLY 
SENSITIVE RIPARIAN AREAS 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT? 
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